An Increase in the Army

peace strength of the army up to a million men. It's frightful
to think of in cold blood. It is Admiral Tirpitz who uses
all his influence to bring about these results. Things are
going badly in Alsace as well. Everybody is put out there.
Someone has just written me, "News from Russia isn't at
all good, the Czar is in a fever fearing he will have to give
way to the very strong party "which wants war. As regards
himself, he's absolutely opposed to the idea. The Dowager
Empress is seriously ill."

Berlin, 4th February, 1913.

I am going to give you a copy of a letter from my daughter
which strikes me as rather curious. "Politics are becoming
more and more disquieting. No country wishes to take the
responsibility of energetic action for fear of being accused of
setting fire to the powder, but really they are egging each
other on and only a -war can get Europe out of this im-
broglio. All the news which I get from Vienna or Galicia
tells that armaments and war preparations are being pushed
on. Conrad Hoetzendorf and the whole military party are
striving for war as hard as they can. It seems on the other
hand that Berchtold is content with his diplomatic successes
and that he thinks he will be able to get all he wants peace-
fully. Only the Emperor sees Austria's future in a very
black light. The Archduke Renter's death has distressed
him very much. The Heir-Apparent has had a severe attack
of bronchitis. Sophie is very worried about it and they are
both to spend the rest of the winter at Miramar. They fear
the financial and industrial debacle will soon turn to a catas-
trophe, because there are no exports at all to the Balkans,
Austria's chief markets. Conrad isn't dreaming of with-
drawing troops from the frontiers, and their maintenance
is costing more than two millions a day. . . ."
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